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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to Amendment 
received on 01 September 2004. Claims 1-30 remain pending in this application. 



brawings 

2. The drawing was received on 01 September 2004. This drawing is 
acceptable. 



Specification 

3. The drawing correction was received on 01 September 2004. This 
correction is acceptable. 



Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 01 September 2004, with respect 
to the rejections of claims 1-3, 11-13 and 21-23 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejections have been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground of rejection is made in view of USPN 
5,784,555 to Stone. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC S 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

6. Claims 1-3, 11-13 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by USPN 5,784,555 to Stone. 

As per claim 1, the Stone reference disclose a method comprising: enabling a 
component (see column 5 lines 3-16, "network devices 54, 55") to connect to a 
network (see column 5 lines 31-33, "Internet or other computer network") through 
a software layer (see column 5 lines 58-62, "network programming interface 58"); 
and using the layer ("network programming interface 58") to accommodate at least 
two different types of network connections (see column 6 lines 39-55, "network 
protocols 60, 61"). 

As per claim 2, the Stone reference discloses enabling a component 
("network devices 54, 55") to connect to a network ("Internet or other computer 
network") includes enabling a component ("network devices 54, 55") to connect 
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through an interface ("network programming interface 58") to the Internet 
("Internet"). 

As per claim 3, the Stone reference discloses including using the layer 
("network programming interface 58") to accommodate for a dial up connection 
(see column 6 lines 39-49, "network protocol 60" and column 5 lines 7-9, "dial-up 
devices") and a digital subscriber line (see column 6 lines 49-55, "network protocol" 
61 and column 5 lines 10-12, "dedicated connection network devices"). 

As per claim 11, the Stone reference discloses an article comprising a 
medium (see column 4 lines 4-11, "memory system 26") storing instructions (see 
column 4 lines 28-32, "application program") that enable a processor-based system 
(see column 3 lines 55-60, "computer system 20") to: enable a component (see 
column 5 lines 3-16, "network devices 54, 55") to connect to a network (see column 
5 lines 31-33, "Internet or other computer network") through a software layer (see 
column 5 lines 58-62, "network programming interface 58"); and use the layer 
("network programming interface 58") to accommodate at least two different 
types of network connections (see column 6 lines 39-55, "network protocols 60, 
61"). 
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As per claim 12, the Stone reference discloses further storing instructions 
("application program") that enable the processor-based system ("computer system 
20") to enable a component ("network devices 54, 55") to connect through an 
interface ("network programming interface 58") to the Internet ("Internet"). 

As per claim 13, the Stone reference discloses further storing instructions 
("application program") that enable the processor-based system ("computer system 
20") to use the layer ("network programming interface 58") to accommodate for a 
dial up connection (see column 6 lines 39-49, "network protocol 60" and column 5 
lines 7-9, "dial-up devices") and a digital subscriber line (see column 6 lines 49-55, 
"network protocol" 61 and column 5 lines 10-12, "dedicated connection network 
devices"). 

As per claim 21, the Stone reference discloses a system comprising: a 
processor (see column 3 lines 55-60, "CPU 24"); a network interface (see column 5 
lines 58-62, "network programming interface 58") coupled to said processor ("CPU 
24"); and a storage (see column 4 lines 5-11, "memory system 26") storing 
instructions (see column 4 lines 28-32, "application program") that enable the 
system (see column 4 lines 51-54, "computer system 20") to enable a component 
(see column 5 lines 3-16, "network devices 54, 55") to connect to a network (see 
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column 5 lines 31-33, "Internet or other computer network") through a software 
layer (see column 5 lines 58-62, "network programming interface 58"); and use the 
layer ("network programming interface 58") to accommodate at least two different 
types of network connections (see column 6 lines 39-55, "network protocols 60, 
61"). 

As per claim 22, the Stone reference discloses the storage ("memory system 
26") stores instructions ("application program") that enable the component 
("network devices 54, 55") to connect through an interface ("network programming 
interface 58") to the Internet ("Internet"). 

As per claim 23, the Stone reference discloses said storage ("memory 
system 26") stores instructions ("application program") to enable the processor 
("CPU 24") to use the layer ("network programming interface 58") to accommodate 
for a dial up connection (see column 6 lines 39-49, "network protocol 60" and 
column 5 lines 7-9, "dial-up devices") or a digital subscriber link (see column 6 lines 
49-55, "network protocol" 61 and column 5 lines 10-12, "dedicated connection 
network devices"). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 4, 14 and 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claims 5-10, 15-20 and 25-30 are allowable. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

As per claims 5, 15 and 25, the prior art of record taken alone or in 
combination fails to teach determining when both clients have released the 
connection and discontinuing the connection when both clients have released the 
connection. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following re,fe.rznczs are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to accessing networks in general: 
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USPN 5.633,810 to Mandal et al. 

USPN 5,732,213 to Gessel et al. 

USPN 6,049,821 to Murphy, Jr. et al. 

USPN 6,233,604 Bl to Van Horn et al. 

USPN 6,587,877 Bl to Douglis et al. 

USPN 6.714,931 Bl to Papierniak et al. 

USPN 6.804.500 Bl to Chandran 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes whose telephone number is 
571.272.3679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday alternate 
Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on 571.272.3687. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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